ChangeMakers Refugee Forum Research Policy

Mission statement
ChangeMakers Refugee Forum research is guided by the priorities of refugee-background communities. ChangeMakers conducts, coordinates, and supports research that informs refugee resettlement policy and practice in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Aims

Increase understanding of the rights and requirements of people from refugee backgrounds among service providers and the New Zealand Government. 

Raise public awareness about the human rights and concerns of refugees resettling in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Improve policies, services and support for refugee-background communities.

Build research capacity among people from refugee backgrounds.

Objectives

Provide leadership in Aotearoa New Zealand discussions on refugee resettlement and facilitate dialogue between communities and agencies.

Coordinate and conduct research around refugee resettlement and related issues.

Offer strategic advice to the New Zealand Government based on sound, community-initiated research.

Encourage consultation and information-sharing among refugee-background communities, universities, community organisations and government agencies.

Advocate for the interests and concerns of people from refugee backgrounds.
Building capacity in research 

A key priority is to help build the research capacity of people from refugee backgrounds to analyse their own experiences, and advocate for changes in the policies and services that affect them.

Consultation and ethical considerations

Research is undertaken in partnership with people from refugee backgrounds, community organisations, universities, and government agencies. Research is informed by the experiences of refugee-background communities in Aotearoa New Zealand, with the goal of benefiting these communities.

The way ChangeMakers conducts research is informed by the Standards for Engagement, a set of guidelines for respectful and meaningful engagement with people from refugee backgrounds.  
Payment for research and researchers

ChangeMakers occasionally relies on former refugees to conduct extensive research in their own communities to support development projects. In these cases, ChangeMakers provides some payment to their community organisations to acknowledge the time and effort put in by these researchers. 

At other times, ChangeMakers may also provide petrol vouchers or koha (a token of appreciation) to acknowledge the efforts of our communities. 
ChangeMakers Research Policy – Draft – Alia Bloom – 14 December 2009


